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International organisations for authors, publishers, booksellers and libraries
call for key freedoms to be respected

In recognition of the increasing efforts to restrict books, those who write them,
publish them or make them available to readers, five organisations representing
authors, publishers, booksellers and libraries worldwide have issued a joint
statement. This underlines the essential and interconnected nature of the freedom of
expression and the freedoms to read, and publish, and urges governments and
citizens to ensure these freedoms are respected in law and in practice.

Individual authors, publishers, booksellers and librarians are encouraged to sign the
statement which will be presented at a number of international book sector events
throughout the year. The first event will take place at London Book Fair on Thursday
14™ March.

The international organisations launching this statement are:
International Authors Forum

PEN International

International Publishers Association

European and International Booksellers Federation
International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions

You can read the statement (in English, French, Russian, Chinese, Spanish, and
Arabic) below and here. You can sign the statement here.

Commenting on the statement Karine Pansa, President of the IPA said: ‘It is so
important that our book sector stands together. Publishers need authors who feel
they can write freely and we need booksellers and libraries who can stand up for the
books we publish and help them find readers.’

‘PEN International reaffirms its commitment to freedom of expression, publishing,
and reading. In societies where these liberties thrive, diverse voices can freely
contribute to public discourse, fostering informed debate, critical thinking, and civic
engagement. Let us stand united in preserving these essential liberties, for they are


https://www.londonbookfair.co.uk/en-gb/whats-on/seminar-programme/programme/session-details.3614.213399.a-trinity-of-freedoms-at-risk-expression-publishing-and-reading.html
https://internationalpublishers.org/international-organisations-for-authors-publishers-booksellers-and-libraries-call-for-key-freedoms-to-be-respected
https://forms.gle/uShfG6KKqR974eaH6

the lifeblood of our democracies,’ said Romana Cacchioli, PEN International
Executive Director.

Vicki McDonald, IFLA President, added: ‘Libraries globally advocate for the freedom
to read, not only as a goal in itself but also as a key driver of a world of informed,
enabled people. We also deliver on this every day, to all members of our
communities. But this freedom can only happen if there is also freedom of
expression, and the freedom for publishers to support the creation and dissemination
of new ideas. I’'m therefore happy to join with our friends at the IPA, EIBF, IAF and
PEN International in setting out this statement.’

EIBF Co-President, Jean-Luc Treutenaere, said “We’re proud to be co-signing this
important and timely statement on behalf of the international bookselling sector, and
standing alongside authors, publishers and libraries. At a time when censorship is on
the rise, the book sector must stand firm and united in its mission to provide access
to all kinds of books for the ultimate benefit of readers”

International Statement On the Freedom of Expression, and the Freedoms to
Publish and Read

With the core purpose of providing access to a wide variety of written works for all, we have
come together to support the freedoms to express, publish and read. It is our belief that
society needs enlightened citizens who, based on accurate knowledge and information,
make choices and participate in democratic progress. Authors, publishers, booksellers and
libraries have a role to play in this which should be recognized, valued, and enabled.

True freedom to read means being able to choose from the broadest range of books
sharing the widest range of ideas. Unrestrained communication is essential to a free society
and a creative culture but carries with it the responsibility to resist hate speech, deliberate
falsehoods and distortion of facts. Authors, publishers, booksellers and libraries make an
essential contribution to guaranteeing this freedom.

Subiject to the limits set by international human rights law and standards, authors must have
guaranteed freedom of expression. Through their work we understand our societies, build
empathy, overcome our prejudices and reflect on provocative ideas.

Equally, booksellers and librarians must be free to present the full range of works, across the
ideological spectrum, to all. They should not have that freedom constrained by governments
or local authorities, individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes
upon the community at large, even when this is done in the name of the ‘community’ or of its
majority.

For booksellers and librarians to present the broadest range of written works, there must be
the freedom to publish. Publishers must be free to publish those works which they believe
important, including those that are unorthodox, unpopular, or might even be considered
offensive by some in particular groups.

It is the responsibility and mission of publishers, booksellers and librarians, through their
professional judgement, to give full meaning to the freedom to read by providing everyone
with access to authors’ works. Publishers, librarians, and booksellers do not necessarily



endorse every work they make available. While individual publishers and booksellers make
their own editorial decisions and selections, access to writings should not be limited on the
basis of the personal history or political affiliations of the author.

The risk of self-censorship due to social, political or economic pressures remains high,
affecting every part of the chain from writer to reader. Society must create the environment
for authors, publishers, booksellers and librarians to fulfil their missions freely.

We therefore call on governments and all other stakeholders to help protect, uphold and
promote the three above freedoms — of expression, and to publish and read - in law and in
practice.

Background to the statement:

On 25 June 2023, American Booksellers Association, American Library Association,
Association of American Publishers and Authors Guild issued a statement whereby they all
joined in a re-publishing of a joint statement from 1953 on the Freedom to Read as part of
work to resist a wave of book bans in different parts of the USA, originally written by the
Association of American Publishers and the American Libraries Association.

The freedom of expression is protected by a number of international and regional
Declarations, Covenants and Conventions.

Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)

Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression; this right includes
freedom to hold opinions without interference and to seek, receive and impart
information and ideas through any media and regardless of frontiers.

About EIBF

The European and International Booksellers Federation (EIBF) is a non-commercial
European and international umbrella organisation representing national booksellers
associations and booksellers around the world. Through its member associations,
EIBF speaks on behalf of more than 25,000 individual booksellers of all kinds,
including brick and mortar and family bookshops, online retailers and book chains.

http://eibf.eu/

About IAF

The International Authors Forum (IAF) is the voice of authors worldwide, it is a
membership body for organizations representing professional creators all over the
world. It was formed by a collaboration of author's organizations in 2013 to ensure
that professional creators can work together to deal with the challenges they face.
With over 85 authors and visual artists organizations as members, the IAF
represents over 750,000 professional creators in the world. IAF campaigns for
authors worldwide, both at the international and national levels. Taking part in WIPO
and UNESCO it ensures authors are heard at the international level and it supports


https://uniteagainstbookbans.org/freedomtoread/#statement
http://eibf.eu/

authors with issues they face whether they are global or local.
https://internationalauthors.org/

About IFLA

The International Federation of Library Associations and Institutions (IFLA) is the
global voice of libraries, representing the interests of the profession and working to
improve services worldwide. It benefits from a strong membership, a vibrant
professional community, and close collaboration with partners. IFLA champions the
belief that people, communities, and organizations need universal and equitable
access to information and endorses the principles of freedom of access to
information, ideas, and works of imagination and freedom of expression embodied in
Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. To this end, the IFLA
Advisory Committee on Freedom of Access to Information and Freedom of
Expression (FAIFE) works to promote intellectual freedom and achieve the vital
mission of supporting libraries in their role as gateways to knowledge and ideas.
https://www.ifla.org

About IPA

The International Publishers Association (IPA) is the world’s largest federation of
publishers associations with 101 members in 81 countries. Established in 1896, the
IPA is an industry body with a human rights mandate. The IPA’'s mission is to
promote and protect publishing and to raise awareness of publishing as a force for
economic, cultural and social development. Working in cooperation with the World
Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO) and numerous international NGOs, the
IPA champions the interests of book and journal publishing at national and
supranational level. Internationally, the IPA actively opposes censorship and
promotes copyright, freedom to publish (including through the IPA Prix Voltaire), and
literacy. https://internationalpublishers.org/

About PEN International

PEN International is the foremost and largest association of writers which stands at
the intersection of literature and human rights to protect free expression around the
world. Founded in London in 1921, PEN International — PEN’s Secretariat —
connects an international community of writers. PEN operates across five continents
through over 130 Centres in over 90 countries. It is a forum where writers meet freely
to discuss their work; it is also a voice speaking out for writers silenced in their own
countries.

PEN International works to promote the PEN Charter to ensure that people
everywhere have the freedom to create literature, to impart information and ideas, to
express their views, and to access the views, ideas, and literatures of others. We
champion the freedom to write, recognizing the power of literature to transform the
world.

In 2021, PEN International celebrated its Centenary. More than hundred years since
its foundation, today PEN International is recognised as well as a leading


https://internationalauthors.org/
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international charity and expert on freedom of expression.
https://www.pen-international.org/



https://www.pen-international.org/

Déclaration internationale sur la liberté d'expression, de publication et de
lecture

Dans le but de permettre a tous d'accéder a une grande variété d'ceuvres écrites,
nous nous sommes réunis pour soutenir les libertés d'expression, de publication et
de lecture. Nous sommes convaincus que la société a besoin de citoyens éclairés
qui, sur la base de connaissances et d'informations précises, font des choix et
participent au progrés démocratique. Les auteurs, les éditeurs, les libraires et les
bibliotheques ont un rdle a jouer a cet égard, qui doit étre reconnu, valorisé et
encourageé.

La véritable liberté de lecture signifie que I'on peut choisir parmi le plus large éventail
de livres partageant le plus large éventail d'idées. Une communication sans entrave
sont des composants essentiels d’'une société libre et d’'une culture créative, mais
implique la responsabilité de résister aux discours de haine, aux mensonges
deélibérés et a la déformation des faits. Les auteurs, les éditeurs, les libraires et les
bibliotheques apportent une contribution essentielle a la garantie de cette liberté.

Dans les limites fixées par le droit et les normes internationales en matiére de droits
de 'homme, la liberté d'expression des auteurs doit étre garantie. Grace a leur
travail, nous comprenons nos sociétés, nous développons notre empathie, nous
surmontons nos préjugés et nous réfléchissons a des idées provocatrices.

De méme, les libraires et les bibliothécaires doivent étre libres de présenter a tous
I'éventail complet des ceuvres, quel que soit le spectre idéologique. Cette liberté ne
doit pas étre entravée par des gouvernements ou des autorités locales, des individus
ou des groupes qui cherchent a imposer leurs propres normes ou gouts a I'ensemble
de la communauté, méme si cela est fait au nom de la "communauté" ou de sa
majorité.

Pour que les libraires et les bibliothécaires puissent présenter I'éventail le plus large
possible d'ceuvres écrites, il faut que la liberté d'édition existe. Les éditeurs doivent
étre libres de publier les ceuvres qu'ils jugent importantes, y compris celles qui ne
sont pas orthodoxes, qui sont impopulaires ou qui pourraient méme étre considérées
comme offensives par certains groupes.

Il est de la responsabilité et de la mission des éditeurs, des libraires et des
bibliothécaires, grace a leur jugement professionnel, de donner tout son sens a la
liberté de lecture en permettant a chacun d'accéder aux ceuvres des auteurs. Les
éditeurs, les bibliothécaires et les libraires ne soutiennent pas nécessairement toutes
les ceuvres qu'ils mettent a disposition. Bien que les éditeurs et les libraires prennent
leurs propres décisions éditoriales et effectuent leurs propres sélections, I'acces aux
écrits ne devrait pas étre limité sur la base de I'histoire personnelle ou des affiliations
politiques de l'auteur.

Le risque d'autocensure dU a des pressions sociales, politiques ou économiques
reste élevé et affecte tous les maillons de la chaine, de I'auteur au lecteur. La société



doit créer un environnement permettant aux auteurs, aux éditeurs, aux libraires et
aux bibliothécaires de remplir librement leur mission.

Nous appelons donc les gouvernements et toutes les autres parties prenantes a
contribuer a la protection, au respect et a la promotion des trois libertés
susmentionnées - d'expression, de publication et de lecture - en droit et en pratique.



MexayHapoaHoe 3asiBfieHMe o cBob6oae BbipaXeHUss MHeHUn, cBoboae
nyonukauum n YyteHus

Mpecneays rnaBHyto Lenb - 06ecnevnTb AOCTYN K LUMPOKOMY CMEKTPY NUCbMEHHbIX
npou3BeaeHni 4ns Bcex, Mbl cobpanunck BMecTe, 4ToObl nogaepxatb cBo6oay
BbIPAXXEHUS1 MHEHUI, NyBnukauumn n YyteHns. Mbl yoexxaeHbl, YTo 0BLLECTBY HYXHbI
NMPOCBELLEHHbIE rpaXkaaHe, KOTopble, OCHOBbIBASICb Ha JOCTOBEPHbIX 3HAHMSX U
NHGOpPMaLMK, AenatoT BbIGOp M y4acTBYHOT B AEMOKPATUYECKOM nporpecce. ABTOPbI,
n3gatenu, KHArOTOProBLbl U GUGNMOTEKN UrPatoT B 3TOM ere CBOK Porib, KOTOPYH
crnenyeT npu3HaBaTb, UEHWUTb U NOAOEpPKMBATb.

NcTrHHas cBoboaa YTeHMs 03Ha4yaeT BO3MOXHOCTb BblOMpaTh M3 LLMPOKOro Kpyra
KHWT, OTpakaloLmx camble pasHble ngen. CeobogHoe obLieHne Heobxoanmo ans
cBo60oaHOro obLecTBa U TBOPYECKOW KyrbTYpbl, HO OHO BrieYeT 3a cobon
OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 3a NPOTMBOAENCTBUNE SA3bIKY HEHABUCTU, NPEAHAMEPEHHOM JTXM 1
NcKaxeHuto akToB. ABTOPbI, N30aTenun, KHArOTOProBLbl U GMBNNOTEKM BHOCAT
CYLLIeCTBEHHbIN BKNaa B obecneveHne aton cBobogbl.

C y4eToM OrpaHMyeHU, yCTaHOBMNEHHbIX MEXAYHapOAHbIM NPAaBOM U CTaHAapTaMm
B obrnacTu npaB Yenoseka, aBTopaM AoimkHa OblTb rapaHTUpoBaHa ceoboaa
BblpaXxeHNsi MHEHUI. Bnarogapsi ux TBOpYECTBY Mbl MOHMMAaEM Halum obiecTsa,
conepexueaeM, NpeoaorieBaeM npeapaccyaki U pasmblilnisiem Hag
NPOBOKaLMOHHLIMU UOEAMW.

B paBHONM cTeneHn KHUroTOproBLbl 1 6MONMOTEKaPM AOMKHbI UMETb BO3MOXHOCTb
cBOOOAHO NpeacTaBnsaTb BCEM XXENaroLWMM NOMHbIN CNEKTP NPOU3BEAEHUN,
OXBaTbIBalOLLMX BECb Maeonornyeckun cnektp. Mix ceoboay He JOMKHbI
orpaHn4MBaThb NPaBUTENLCTBA UMM MECTHbIE BNACTU, OTAENbHbIE NMua Unn rpynnbl,
cTpeMsLmecs HaBa3aTb CBOM COBCTBEHHbIE CTaHAAPTbI UK BKYCbl BCEMY 00LLECTBY,
Jaxke ecnu 3To genaeTcs oT MMeHu "oblectsa" unu ero 6onbLUIMHCTBA.

YT06bl KHUFOTOProBLbI 1 BUGNMOTEKAPY MO NPEACTaBUTL CaMblii LUMPOKUIA CNEKTP
NMUCbMEHHbIX NPOU3BEAEHWIA, OOMKHA CyLLEeCcTBOBaTb cBoboaa nybnuvkaumu.
N3paTtenu gomkHbl 6biTb cBOGOAHBLI Ny6nnkoBaTh Te NPOM3BEAEHMS, KOTOPbLIE OHM
CYMTAIOT BaXKHbIMU, BKItOYasi Te, KOTOPbIE SIBMSAKOTCA HEOPTOAOKCAlbHbIMY,
HenonynspHbIMA UMK gaxe MoryT BblTb COYTEHbLI OCKOPOUTENBHBIMU HEKOTOPLIMU
npeacTaBUTENsiMM onpeaeneHHbIX rpynm.

OTBETCTBEHHOCTb N MUCCUS U3faTenen, KHUroToproeLeB 1 6ubnuotekapen
3aKro4aeTcs B TOM, YTOObI, pyKOBOACTBYSICb CBOUM NPOdECCUOHANbHbIM
Cy>XOeHuneM, B NOHON Mepe peanu3oBaTtb CBOOOAY YTEHMS, NPEAOCTABMB KaXKAOMY
4YenoBekKy AOCTYN K aBTOPCKUM npounssegeHuam. Magatenu, 6ubnumotekapu n
KHUroTOpProBuUbl He 06s13aTenbHO 0406PSIOT Kaxxaoe Npou3BeaeHne, KOTOpoe OHU
npegocTaBnsoT. XOTa oTAenbHble n3aateny n KHAroToprosubl NPUHUMAKT CBOU
cobCTBEHHbIE peAaKUMOHHbIE peLleHns 1 genatoT otbop, AOCTYN K NPOn3BegEeHUAM
He JOIKeH orpaHMyYnMBaTbCA Ha OCHOBaAHUM NIMYHOW UCTOPUU NN NOSTUTUYECKUX
npucTpacTumn asTopa.



Puck camoueH3ypbl n3-3a counanbHOro, NOSIMTUYECKOro UM 9KOHOMNYECKOTo
AaBMNEeHNs1 OCTaeTCs BbICOKAM M 3aTparMBaeT BCe 3BEHbS LIENW OT nucaTens oo
yntatend. O6LecTBO AOMKHO CO3aaTh YCNOBUA AN TOro, 4Tobbl aBTOpbI, M3gaTenwu,
KHUroTOproBubl U 6nbnmnotekapmn Mornm ceob604HO BbINOMHATL CBOK MUCCUIO.

MoaTomy Mbl Npu3biBaeM NpaBMTENbLCTBA U BCE APYrme 3anHTepeCcoBaHHbIE CTOPOHbI
COOENCTBOBATL 3alUMTe, NOAAEPXKAHMIO U NPOABMKEHUNIO TPEX BbILLEYNOMSIHYTbIX
cB00O/ - BblpaXXeHUsi MHEHMS, MyBnukaumm 1 YTeHust - B 3akoHoaaTenbCcTBe 1 Ha
npakTuKe.
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Declaracion internacional sobre la libertad de expresion, publicacion y lectura

Con el fin de que todas las personas tengan acceso a una amplia variedad de obras, nos
hemos unido para apoyar la libertad de expresién, publicacion y lectura. Creemos que la
sociedad necesita ciudadanos cultos que tomen decisiones y contribuyan al progreso
democratico basandose en informacién y conocimientos precisos. Los autores, editoriales,
librerias y bibliotecas tienen un rol fundamental en este sentido, que debe ser reconocido,
valorado y propiciado.

La verdadera libertad de lectura consiste en poder elegir entre la mayor variedad posible
de libros que compartan la gama mas amplia de ideas. La comunicacion sin restricciones es
esencial para una sociedad libre y una cultura creativa, pero implica la responsabilidad de
oponerse a los discursos de odio, las mentiras deliberadas y la distorsion de los hechos. Los
autores, editoriales, librerias y bibliotecas contribuyen de manera esencial a garantizar esta
libertad.

Dentro de los limites establecidos por las leyes y normas internacionales sobre derechos
humanos, los autores deben tener garantizada la libertad de expresion. A través de sus
obras entendemos a las sociedades, desarrollamos la empatia, superamos nuestros
prejuicios y reflexionamos sobre ideas provocadoras.

Del mismo modo, los libreros y los bibliotecarios deben tener libertad para ofrecer a todas
las personas la gama completa de obras, de todo el espectro ideoldgico. Esta libertad no
debe verse limitada por ningun gobierno ni autoridad local, individuo o grupo que pretenda
imponerle a la comunidad en general sus propias normas o gustos, aunque lo haga en
nombre de la “comunidad” o de la mayoria de la comunidad.

Para que los libreros y bibliotecarios puedan ofrecer la mayor variedad posible de obras
escritas debe existir la libertad de publicacién. Las editoriales deben tener la libertad de
publicar las obras que consideren importantes, incluso aquellas que son poco
convencionales, impopulares, o incluso las que puedan resultar ofensivas para ciertos
grupos.

Las editoriales, los libreros y los bibliotecarios tienen la responsabilidad y la misién
—teniendo en cuenta su criterio profesional— de darle un sentido pleno a la libertad de
lectura al garantizar que todas las personas tengan acceso a las obras de los autores. Las
editoriales, los bibliotecarios y los libreros no necesariamente respaldan cada obra que
ofrecen. Si bien las editoriales y las librerias toman sus propias decisiones y hacen sus
selecciones con respecto al material que ofrecen, el acceso a las obras escritas no deberia
restringirse segun los antecedentes personales o las afiliaciones politicas del autor.

El riesgo a la autocensura a causa de presiones sociales, politicas o econdmicas sigue
siendo alto y afecta cada eslabon de la cadena entre el escritor y el lector. La sociedad debe
crear un entorno adecuado para que los autores, editores, libreros y bibliotecarios puedan
cumplir con sus funciones en libertad.

Por lo tanto, instamos a los gobiernos y a todas las partes interesadas a colaborar con la
proteccién, la defensa y la promocion de las tres libertades antes mencionadas —libertad de
expresion, publicacidn y lectura— tanto en la legislacion como en la practica.
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